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         CHAPTER  

The Beginning 
Of Crises  

 
There was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler 
of the Jews. This man came to Jesus by night and said to Him, 
"Rabbi, we know that You are a teacher come from God; for no 
one can do these signs that You do unless God is with him." 
Jesus answered and said to him, "Most assuredly, I say to you, 
unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God." 
Nicodemus said to Him, "How can a man be born when he is 
old? Can he enter a second time into his mother's womb and 
be born?" Jesus answered, "Most assuredly, I say to you, 
unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the 
kingdom of God. That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and 
that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not marvel that I said 
to you, 'You must be born again.' The wind blows where it 
wishes, and you hear the sound of it, but cannot tell where it 
comes from and where it goes. So is everyone who is born of 
the Spirit." Nicodemus answered and said to Him, "How can 
these things be?" Jesus answered and said to him, "Are you 
the teacher of Israel, and do not know these things? Most 
assuredly, I say to you, We speak what We know and testify 
what We have seen, and you do not receive Our witness. If I 
have told you earthly things and you do not believe, how will 
you believe if I tell you heavenly things? No one has ascended 
to heaven but He who came down from heaven, that is, the 
Son of Man who is in heaven. And as Moses lifted up the 
serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be 
lifted up; that whoever believes in Him should not perish but 
have eternal life. (John 3:1-15) 
 

There was an empty vacuum yarning to be filled; a longing 
heart of curiosity and sincere desire to know. There was a 
missing link in the line of thought of this powerful man. 
This missing link summarized his quest for knowledge. His 
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name was Nicodemus, a renowned Pharisee and one of the 
leaders among the Sanhedrin. His passionate mission was 
to unearth a spiritual understanding. The philosophies and 
scientific knowledge of his time could not fill the empty 
vacuum of his heart. Perhaps he found himself rolling to 
and fro upon his bed, unable to sleep. It was not about his 
health. He was not facing financial difficulties. His problem 
was the divinity of Jesus Christ. Perhaps he said to himself, 
“There is something special about this man called Jesus.” 
‘His power was not a natural one. The passionate interest of 
the worldly people around Him did not turn Him on. As 
famous as He was, He did not seek political offices. He did 
not hold any important public office. Although He was 
known as a son of Carpenter yet He commanded the 
attention of many followers. Nicodemus must have 
determined resolutely in his mind and said, “I must know 
the truth about Him.” This was the beginning of his quest 
for knowledge about Jesus Christ. It was an unforced 
inward quest that yearned for immediate answer. I am 
talking about an outbreak of questing within, a passionate 
search for the divine inflow of spiritual knowledge. This is 
the stirring of heart, the inner mind excitement and the 
inspiration within this renowned Pharisee. These are the 
spiritual magnetic forces that attract us towards our Savior. 
If you do not have this type of inward quest within, you can 
hardly express an in-depth passion for Christ. 
  
Britannica Concise Encyclopedia defined ‘theology’ as a 
study of the nature of God and the relationship of the human 
and divine. It is further defined as the study of the nature of 
God and religious truth; rational inquiry into religious 
questions. Going by the definition of theology, the 
passionate quest of Nicodemus made him one of the first 
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theologians mentioned in the New Testament. A passionate 
quest to know about Jesus Christ was the problem of 
Nicodemus. The quest of Nicodemus was about the 
ministry of Jesus Christ—a  new relationship of the 
humanity and divinity, a brand new true way of life on 
earth—that was vehemently opposed by the foremost 
leaders of Judaism. Anyone like Nicodemus that found 
himself struggling in the spiritual dilemma about the new 
way among humanity was in a spiritual crisis. Only Jesus 
Christ, the One who simultaneously reveals and solves the 
spiritual problems of man can see him through the ordeal. 
That was why Nicodemus came to seek for Jesus Christ.   
 
At that time in Jerusalem, the Pharisees and Sadducees 
were the two religious groups in “custody” of the 
knowledge of God and experts interpreters of the Mosaic 
Law according Judaism. They were always at each other’s 
necks. Human inherent tendency does not always 
accommodate changes. Regardless of the forerunner 
ministry of John the Baptist in preparation for the ministry 
of Jesus Christ, the emergence of the people of the ‘Way’ 
[Christ] (Acts 9:2, 22:4) was a great challenge in direct 
opposition to Judaism’s current stakeholders.  The 
brightness of the Way and the wonders of His miracles 
dimmed the maxims and religious popularity of the 
Pharisees and Sadducees. Already they found it difficult to 
accommodate each other because of their various opposing 
religious views. It was not a great surprise that they had 
zero tolerance for the emerging Christian teachings that 
were changing and transforming people through the 
manifestation of God’s power in the ministry of Jesus 
Christ. With vehement hostility they persecuted the Church 
of Jesus Christ. 
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‘Crises’ plural form of crisis is a [Greek] krisis root 
word from ‘krinein’ means to ‘decide.’ It is defined 
in Merriam-Webster dictionary as “the turning point 
for better or worse in an acute situation; a 
paroxysmal attack of pain, distress, or disordered 
function; an emotionally significant event or radical 
change of status in a person's life. The decisive 
moment. An unstable or crucial time or state of 
affairs in which a decisive change is impending; 
especially: one with the distinct possibility of a 
highly undesirable outcome.  

  
Putting the dictionary meaning of ‘crises’ to a simple 
format, we can summarize generally that crisis is a state or 
situation that is uncomfortable and at opposition to the 
person in crisis. Crisis always triggers a reaction. This 
reaction is a choice, an option among the list of possible 
actions available to the person in crisis. This reaction 
(whether appropriate or not) is a decision that is intended to 
provide a solution to the situational issue of the person in 
crisis.  
 

In analyzing the word crisis here, it is not only about the 
chaotic situations that characterize the world in our age. It 
is not the political upheavals, tribal wars or civil disorders 
that are so prevalent in our society today. Crisis is not only 
in the personal failures relating to life issues nor is it only a 
situation of distressful family problems. It is not 
monumental financial difficulty or an economic depression 
that leads to job scarcity. Although hunger and thirst can 
describe this crisis but it is not for the common food and 
drink. King David said in Psalm 42:1-2, “As the deer pants 
for the water brooks, so pants my soul for You, O God.  My 
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soul thirsts for God, for the living God. When shall I come 
and appear before God?” So many people came to Jesus 
Christ because they were sick, but there are certainly more 
important reasons to seek for the Lord than just for the cure 
of sickness. There are more important reasons to seek Jesus 
Christ than food and raiment.  The passionate seekers of the 
Lord Jesus Christ behold the heaven’s glory afar off. They 
imagine its dazzling beauty and its glamorous light. They 
could hear the angelic songs but could not traverse the 
mighty gulf of hell fire separating the earthly from the 
heavenly. The people with this type of passionate desire are 
at the point of making important decision. They could not 
help themselves. They could not fathom how they can 
escape the wrath of hellfire. They are seeking the Lord 
Jesus to be their bridge of salvation, an Anchor on earth 
across the gulf of hell fire that finally touches down at the 
Throne of Grace in the presence of the Heavenly Father. He 
is the way the truth and life. “Jesus said to him, "I am the 
way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father 
except through Me.” (John 14:6) Salvation is the greatest 
crisis of this world. It is elusive to the worldly ‘wise’ 
people because they trivialize it and treated with disdain. It 
is attainable and available to the poor ‘blind’ sinners who 
desire it. That is why they wait patiently for Jesus to lead 
them into God’s presence.  
 
Perhaps you are wondering and say, “What is so special 
about God that we should desire His presence? In the 
presence of God there is fulfillment and solution. The 
anointing of His presence saturates His Temple with 
holiness. Everything that dwells in the presence of God 
prospers. Angel Gabriel declared his source of power, he 
said, “I am Gabriel that stands in the presence of God” and 
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for this reason, the angelic being is a great communicator. 
In the presence of God, everything is laid bare. In His 
presence there is unparalleled understanding and everyone 
possesses spiritual eyes and able to see things from the 
perspective of God. The sinners can behold their own 
nakedness in His presence. Prophet Isaiah lamented 
sorrowfully when he saw his own sinful nakedness in the 
vision of His presence and he said, “Woe is me, for I am 
undone! Because I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in 
the midst of a people of unclean lips; For my eyes have 
seen the King, The Lord of hosts.” (Isaiah 6:5)  
 

Zacchaeus made a frantic effort to see Jesus. He crossed the 
boundary and limitations of his short stature. Although he 
was a rich man, he was not ashamed of the last resort for 
his quest. He climbed a Sycamore tree in order to have a 
glimpse of Jesus Christ as He was passing by. The ‘all 
knowing’ God knew the deep desire of Zacchaeus’ heart. 
He saw his efforts and understood his limitations. When 
Christ got under the Sycamore tree, heaven stood still. 
Jesus called Zacchaeus by his name to come down from the 
tree. Perhaps you are about to ask, “How did Jesus Christ 
know the name of Zacchaeus?” My humorous question to 
you is, “Who created Zacchaeus?” Zacchaeus came down 
from the tree broken in the spirit. He saw his own 
nakedness in the presence of the Lord Jesus and 
acknowledged himself as a sinner. He repented of his 
sinfulness and made restitution of his past evil deeds. And 
by the grace of God he received his salvation. 
 

In the presence of God, divinity superimposes humanity to 
reveal the glory of God in the physical realm. That is why 
the truly wise people come to the presence of God. When 
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you step into the presence of the Lord, get ready for a 
pleasant surprise that will transform you forever. Not 
necessarily on the rosy path. Definitely, it is not in the 
silver platter of bread and butter. No!  Christ didn’t promise 
that! If you are patient enough and you want your rough 
and crooked edges to be smoothened, His presence is the 
best place of transformation. He will perfect His clean work 
of salvation on you. And you will be joyful that you come. 
 
Perhaps Nicodemus asked himself, “But how am I going to 
achieve this great objective?” What should my game plan 
be? “Will people not see me with Jesus?” “What would 
they say about me?” Who knows whether he said to 
himself, “My reputation is very important to me.” “But that 
cannot stop me from achieving my desired goal.” We may 
wonder and ask, “What was the goal of Nicodemus?” 
Perhaps he could not even perceive it himself. Maybe he 
thought that he knew but in reality, his imagination was in 
no way close to the thought of God about him. “For My 
thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways My 
ways,” says the Lord. “For as the heavens are higher than 
the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways, and My 
thoughts than your thoughts.” (Isaiah 55:8-9) Howbeit, 
Nicodemus thought his goal was to come to the citadel of 
wisdom which is Jesus Christ for understanding.  
 
The challenging question to all of us is, “What do we come 
to do in the presence of God? Some come to enquire. Not 
all enquiry leads to purposeful mission like that of 
Nicodemus. Some come for sightseeing—to see what is 
going on in the Christian gathering. Perhaps to compare the 
standard of Bible teaching with other Christian gatherings 
they have visited. Some want to know the quality of the 
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minister’s sermon. Some are seeking to settle their families 
under an able leader in a Bible believing Church and come 
to have a feel of what the presence of God is in the church. 
Some come with ulterior motives that are different from the 
mind of Christ towards humanity. Some come with 
pretense—like a wolf among the sheep—with a mind set to 
totally rebel against the truth that is revealed. Some come 
to gather more reasons to criticize and persecute the 
believers. In any way you choose to come, just come! I can 
assure you that pleasant surprises are awaiting you in the 
presence of Jesus Christ. 
 
Nicodemus came under the cover of the night to see Jesus 
Christ. He crossed the hurdles. He broke the barriers of 
peer pressure in his world. He shamed the ‘boos’ of his 
peers in order to have an audience with Christ. Another 
important thing that we should know is that, you cannot 
come to Him unless He first came to you. “For when we 
were still without strength, in due time Christ died for the 
ungodly. For scarcely for a righteous man will one die; yet 
perhaps for a good man someone would even dare to die. 
But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that 
while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” (Romans 
5:6-8) Whether you come in the night like Nicodemus or 
you come in the day light like Zacchaeus, Jesus Christ was 
in their vicinity before either of them came to seek Him.  
 
The passion and desire of Nicodemus to know more about 
God emanated from the love of God towards him. When 
Nicodemus finally encountered Jesus Christ, he made a 
statement; he did not ask a question. “Rabbi, we know that 
You are a teacher come from God; for no one can do these 
signs that You do unless God is with him.” The statement is 
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loaded with meaning. First of all, it was a statement of 
attestation.  Nicodemus, one of the Pharisees who were 
noted for criticizing and persecuting Jesus Christ, attested 
to the fact that Jesus did all those miracles with the fingers 
of God. Even if some people in our generation found it 
difficult to understand and believe in the great miraculous 
signs and wonders that Jesus Christ did when He passed 
through our earth in human flesh, the testimony of 
Nicodemus, one of the Pharisees that were noted for their 
staunch criticism and persecution of Jesus Christ, makes it 
more credible that Jesus did all those miracles with the 
fingers of God.  
 

Perhaps you are wondering what he saw that brought about 
this wonderful testimony. Nicodemus must have seen the 
Blind Bartimaeus that cried out saying, ‘Jesus, Son of 
David, have mercy on me!’ Heaven stood still. His cry 
received divine attention and instantaneously he received 
his sight. (Mark 10:46-52) He must have seen the deaf and 
mute man being healed instantly. “And He [Jesus] took him 
aside from the multitude, and put His fingers in his ears, 
and He spat and touched his tongue. Then, looking up to 
heaven, He sighed, and said to him, "Ephphatha," that is, 
"Be opened." Immediately his ears were opened, and the 
impediment of his tongue was loosed, and he spoke 
plainly” (Mark 7:33-35) Perhaps he heard of ten lepers that 
also received their healings instantaneously. These lepers 
woke up in the morning in their isolated colony, very sick 
without any hope of recovery in their life time. When they 
encountered Jesus Christ, they became hopeful and they 
sought Him for healing. Although their loved ones rejected 
them in the isolated leper colony, Jesus Christ did not. He 
ministered to them. “Then as He entered a certain village, 
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there met Him ten men who were lepers, who stood afar off. 
And they lifted up their voices and said, “Jesus, Master, 
have mercy on us!” So when He saw them, He said to them, 
“Go, show yourselves to the priests.” And so it was that as 
they went, they were cleansed. (Luke17:12-15) Perhaps the 
council of the Pharisees, of which Nicodemus was a strong 
member, ruminated on the lame man whose withered hands 
and legs grew immediately in response to the spoken words 
of Jesus Christ. Perhaps the Pharisees were once again 
notified that Lazarus, the brother of Mary and Martha was 
raised from the grave, four days after he was buried. His 
discomposed body received strength; he was walking 
around hale and hearty. Added to this were the 
unprecedented wisdom, authority and understanding that 
Jesus Christ exhibited during His many conversations with 
the Pharisees and Sadducees. All these were the spectacular 
events and mind boggling experiences of Nicodemus.  
 
The second point we need to consider in this statement is to 
ask ourselves, “On behalf of whom was Nicodemus 
speaking to Jesus when he opened his statement to Jesus 
with ‘we know…’?” Against the thought of the worldly, 
Nicodemus was not speaking on behalf of a confused 
people, because he was not a confused person. He was a 
knowledgeable and intelligent man possessing an 
apparently sound mind. He was a significant noble man of 
his time and possessed a wealth of knowledge of the 
situations around him. Being a natural man, he was still 
ignorant about the things of the spirit. The scripture says, 
“the natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of 
God, for they are foolishness to him. (I Corinthians 2:14) 
Certainly he was not speaking on behalf of his fellow 
persecutors, “the Pharisees.” Although he was a Pharisee, a 
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scribe and had attained many personal achievements, his 
heart was still panting for the truth. He spoke for himself as 
one who had the troubling quest within. He also spoke for 
the many people in his position who are still wondering 
about the deity of Jesus Christ. Perhaps for people that had 
experienced inexplicable mercy of Jesus Christ, people that 
had received divine interventions in their lives, people that 
wondered and exclaimed, “What manner of man is Jesus!”  
I mean, people that are truly yearning for the greater 
intimacy of His presence. I am talking of the people that 
look beyond the excellence of nature in their immediate 
environment—the heavenly bodies—sun, moon and stars 
the entire cosmic universe, and begin to wonder about the 
awesome Creator behind them.  
 

Jesus answered and said to him, “Verily, verily, I say unto 
thee, except a man be born again, he cannot see the 
kingdom of God.” The response of Jesus Christ was both 
simple and powerful. Since the beginning of His ministry, 
in all four Gospel accounts of our Lord’s mission of mercy, 
only here did He utter this statement and only here was it 
reported. A great revelation and a new order in 
Christendom became established. The response of Jesus 
Christ did not correlate with the statement of Nicodemus. 
Remember, Nicodemus didn’t ask Jesus Christ about the 
necessity of being born again. Jesus Christ did not seem to 
be responding at all to the preambles of Nicodemus.  
Instead, He responded directly to the unspeakable 
preamble, the yearning of the spiritual need of Nicodemus 
which was yet to come to light. Obviously the response of 
Jesus Christ was one of the languages of the Spirit that the 
natural man cannot easily decode. The response of our Lord 
Jesus Christ threw Nicodemus off-balance and he began to 
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interpret the statement within the realm of his physical 
knowledge.  
 

Let us pick His statement apart, study it step by step in 
order to understand the details. Birth always signifies the 
beginning of a new life. To be born again is to begin a new 
life in the Lord completely different from the old sinful 
one. Our first birth at creation was perfect but was later 
degenerated to sinfulness and tainted with corruption after 
Adam and Eve yielded to the deceit of Satan and fell into 
sin in the Garden of Eden. Since then the life of man has 
been characterized as corrupt and spiritually bankrupt.  
 

King David reflected upon this bankrupt life at the point of 
his repentance, he said, “Behold, I was shapen in iniquity; 
and in sin did my mother conceive me.” (Psalm 51:5) 
Except a man who is inherently living in sin, who is utterly 
corrupted spiritually is born again and becomes 
transformed when he is purged out of the old corrupt sinful 
life, by grace of salvation and regeneration in the new 
glorious life of Christ, he cannot see the kingdom of God. 
To be ‘born again’ begins with realization of one’s nature 
of sinfulness after the conviction of Holy-Spirit. It includes 
weighing oneself in the scale of righteousness according to 
the revelation of the word of God and discovering one’s 
own severe spiritual shortcomings. It is comparing the 
ever-extended merciful and loving hand of fellowship of 
God toward mankind with man’s heart of ingratitude, 
disdain, cruelty and crookedness which we often extend 
towards our fellow man and the Heavenly God.  
 

At the point of this miraculous spiritual birth, all the known 
shortcomings and sinful instances become repulsive to 
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man.  All of a sudden we realize the extent of how much 
we have hurt the feelings of the Heavenly Father. We now 
know deep down in our heart that we have strayed away 
from the merciful presence of Loving God. We now 
understand how tender He had been for tolerating all our 
shortcomings even to the extent of making Himself an 
atonement for our sins. And we are now panting and 
yearning for His hands of mercy to enfold us. In most cases 
many new believers always react to this with deep 
remorsefulness and mash-up of emotional feelings that 
manifest through their bursting into tears and weeping 
profusely. This is always followed by a passionate plea 
with our Heavenly Father that He may forgive us our sins. 
This unique experience is summarized in Psalm 51:9-12 as 
follows: “Hide thy face from my sins, and blot out all mine 
iniquities. Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a 
right spirit within me. Cast me not away from thy presence; 
and take not thy holy spirit from me. Restore unto me the 
joy of thy salvation; and uphold me with thy free spirit.”  
 
The consequence of not receiving the grace of being born 
again is very grievous for if a man or woman does not have 
this grace,—“he cannot see the kingdom of God.” This is 
suggesting that those who did not repent of their sins and 
embrace salvation while on earth cannot behold, cannot 
perceive, cannot part-take nor experience the beautiful and 
the glorious kingdom of God in eternity.  
 
And Nicodemus asked Jesus, “How can a man be born 
when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his 
mother's womb and be born?”  Jesus answered, “Most 
assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the 
Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. That which is 
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born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the 
Spirit is spirit. Do not marvel that I said to you, 'You must 
be born again.' The wind blows where it wishes, and you 
hear the sound of it, but cannot tell where it comes from 
and where it goes. So is everyone who is born of the 
Spirit.” The ignorance and confusion that this great Scribe 
and a Torah scholar exhibited in his sincere question 
warranted further and deeper explanation of Jesus Christ 
about being born again leads us to another powerful 
spiritual concept.  
 

The concept of being born of water and of the Spirit in the 
statement of our Lord Jesus Christ is still emphasizing and 
explaining the importance of being born again as He earlier 
told Nicodemus. In order to understand this concept very 
well, take a look at following passage. “Then will I sprinkle 
clean water upon you, and ye shall be clean: from all your 
filthiness, and from all your idols, will I cleanse you. A new 
heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within 
you: and I will take away the stony heart out of your flesh, 
and I will give you an heart of flesh. And I will put my spirit 
within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes, and ye 
shall keep my judgments, and do them.” (Ezekiel 36:25-
27… see also Numbers 19:14-22,20:1-9) This passage is 
suggesting that as water cleanses dirt, so will the Lord 
sprinkles clean water of His word which is “spirit and life” 
upon sinners to cleanse them from their filthiness and 
idolatries. “It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh 
profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto you, they are 
spirit, and they are life.” (John 6:63) Further, the passage 
obviously reveals that salvation is a gift. That is why it was 
clearly stated that a new heart and a new spirit will be given 
to the repented believers that will cause them to walk in the 
statutes of God and keep His words and practice them. 
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“For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of 
yourselves: it is the gift of God.” (Ephesians 2:8) The 
inward purification and renewal of heart is a gift of the 
Holy Spirit that brings forth spiritual new life to the new 
believer. 
 
To be born of the Spirit in the conversation of Jesus Christ 
with Nicodemus is completely outside the control of man. 
It is inward shaping and molding that divinely transforms 
man. It is entirely the work of Holy Spirit. But the only 
requirement on the part of man is total “yieldedness” in 
cooperation with the Spirit of God in order that He may 
complete what he had started. Yield your mind to Holy 
Spirit to learn the wealth of wisdom in God’s word. Yield 
your mouth unto Him to speak with grace the wondrous 
word of God as Holy Spirit has given you utterance. “Let 
your speech always be with grace, seasoned with salt, that 
you may know how you ought to answer each one.” 
(Colossians 4:6) Yield your eyes to behold the beauty of 
God and your ears to listen to word of wisdom embedded 
in righteousness. Yield yourself unto the Lord in order to 
depart from the pathway of worldliness by separating self 
from the worldly and preserve your body in holiness. The 
scripture admonished us to present our body as a living 
sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your 
reasonable service. (Romans 12:1) “Therefore come out 
from among them and be separate, says the Lord. Do not 
touch what is unclean, and I will receive you.”(II 
Corinthians 6:17) Be courageous to put the truth you learn 
from the word of God in to practice. Be quick to condemn 
every personal element of sinfulness as the word of God 
points them out and even quicker in repenting of your 
spiritual errors and totally depart from them all.  
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Perhaps you are wondering why you should yield to the 
perfection of Holy Spirit. Firstly, He never imposes 
Himself on any one and at the same time He never begs 
anyone to receive His anointing. All the powerful men of 
God mentioned in the scripture were people that yielded to 
the directives of Holy Spirit. Man does not possess power 
of his own to resist Satan and his alluring snares. Only the 
people that submit themselves to the Lord can resist Satan. 
“Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee 
from you.”(James 4:7)  
 
Secondly, by the redemption of your soul with the blood of 
Jesus Christ, you no longer own yourself any more. You 
have been spiritually purchased by the special atonement of 
His precious blood. You are now in spiritual partnership 
with Jesus Christ, a true friend indeed with the Son of God. 
As you know faithfulness is important to maintaining 
friendship and partnership with the Lord Jesus Christ. “Can 
two walk together, except they be agreed?” (Amos 3:3)  In 
other words, Can a man and woman be married except they 
become one?  Or can a man and woman be married except 
the man disappear and the woman disappear as they 
become married couple.  So also you no longer own 
yourself, for you belong to Christ and you no longer your 
(former) self for you have become one with Him. 
 

At the beginning and after the creation of Adam and Eve, 
the only comment of God about all creation was, “It was 
good.” Adam was not told that he needed to be born again. 
But unfortunately, man made a sinful choice through the 
deceit of Satan. As a result, sin had made its entrance into 
the life of man. It was no longer with man the way it used 
to be at the beginning. The thief had sneaked in to the 
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Garden of Eden to steal, to kill and to destroy. Man had lost 
something important when he lost his relationship with 
God.  He lost immortality, dominion authority but these are 
results of losing his relationship and fellowship with his 
Creator. In judgment, he had been slated for destruction. 
And like a walking corpse he was only waiting for the 
appointed Day of Judgment. This was the very purpose of 
the Messiah’s visitation—to right all the wrongs that the 
devil had done to humanity through sins. “For this purpose 
the Son of God was manifested, that He might destroy the 
works of the devil.” (1 John 3:8b) The Second Adam in the 
person of Jesus Christ had come to perfect the relationship 
of humanity with divinity where the first Adam had failed. 
The Savior had come and had revealed the Divine 
information that mankind needed before he will once again 
becoming acceptable in the hand of the Living God. He 
sealed the covenant of reconciliation of man with the 
Creator with His sacrificial death on the Cross. His 
precious blood redeemed humanity. His prescription of 
salvation is simple and precise, “You must be born again.” 
And this means—being born of water and being born of the 
Spirit. 
 
We all know that water is generally one of the important 
agents of cleansing. As water cleanses dirt, so also water 
baptism symbolically cleanses sinner spiritually. The 
baptism of every believer is obedience to the ordinance of 
the word of God. It is also indicative to all believers that as 
Jesus Christ died and buried, the same way our mortal body 
is dead and buried in the water of baptism. And as He rose 
triumphantly from the grave, the same way, when a 
believer is lifted up from the water of baptism he is raised 
up in the newness of life in the Lord Jesus Christ.  
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Today many people are skeptical about the importance of 
baptism as part of steps of salvation. Baptism is not a 
question of choice. It is not optional. It is a decision that 
emanates from the belief that one has in the word of God. 
Paul said, “Brethren, I would not that ye should be 
ignorant, how that all our fathers were under the cloud, 
and all passed through the sea; and were all baptized unto 
Moses in the cloud and in the sea.” (1 Corinthians 10:1-2) 
The Israelites, the natural branch and the members of the 
Living Church in the wilderness were baptized under the 
cloud of the sea unto Moses. Our Lord Jesus Christ 
commanded the disciples and said, “Go therefore and make 
disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” (Matthew 
28:19) “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; 
but he that believeth not shall be damned.” (Mark 16:16) 
The prescription of Peter for the salvation of the three 
thousand souls that came to the Lord on the day of 
Pentecost was, “Repent, and be baptized every one of you 
in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins.” (Acts 
2:37-38) The believers in the Christian dispensation should 
be baptized unto Jesus Christ. The instruction was clear and 
was not ambiguous. It is advisable to willingly yield in 
obedience to the commandment of Jesus Christ and be 
baptized in the water. It was so important that Jesus Christ 
himself insisted that John the Baptist should baptize Him in 
River Jordan. Immediately this act was completed, Holy 
Spirit descended on Him and a voice from Heaven 
confirmed the divinity of Jesus Christ saying, “Thou art my 
beloved son, in thee I am well pleased.” By this faithful act 
of obedience, the blood of Jesus Christ that symbolized 
spiritual detergent washes away every element of sin to 
complete the work of redemption.  
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“And there are three that bear witness on earth: the Spirit, 
the water and the blood; and these three agree as one.” (I 
John 4:8) The three are called witness because the Spirit 
inspired understanding that makes the gospel meaningful 
and reasonable to a sinful man in order for him to take a 
step of faith and repent his sins. The water in baptism 
washes away sins after repentance had taken its full course, 
and the blood of Jesus Christ is the spiritual detergent that 
blots out all our sins and cleanses us from unrighteousness. 
In fact, these spiritual witnesses have watched over and 
enabled our spiritual transition—our deliverance from the 
clutches of power of darkness into the marvelous light of 
the gospel of Christ. The witness bearers usher us into the 
kingdom of God in order to register our names in the book 
of Life as born again children of God. Salvation is so 
simple a process to receive for a repented sinner. It is so 
simple a procedure to establish for a heart that yields to the 
precepts of God’s Word. Consistency is very important for 
every new life in a new relationship. It takes the grace of 
God to stand tall every day in our Christian journey, to 
continue in the unmerited grace that carved a place for a 
repented sinner in the heart of our Merciful Father. This is 
the mystery of salvation! This was Christ’s solution to the 
quest of Nicodemus. 
 

Even in our days and age, the quest to know God is like 
swimming against the strong current. A crisis always 
heralds the fulfillment of this honorable desire. Apart from 
human hostile antagonists that are warring against this 
desire, there is a spiritual attack lurking, waiting to strike at 
you and me for daring to decamp from the clutches of 
Satan into the marvelous of light of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Your resolute determination to persist in the righteous way 
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you have chosen is an implicit acceptance of the 
accompanied crisis that sets your feet on the journey with 
Christ. This crisis shapes the cross you carry in the journey 
and perfects the glory of God in your life in the journey of 
eternity. There are bound to be storms along the way but 
you have to steer your Christian life boat through the 
stormy waters of life. Certainly a storm can capsize a boat 
but the strong in the Lord rides on the roller-coaster of the 
storm to get to his destination.  
 

Cheer up beloved, because growing up in this life itself is a 
crisis. It takes less than five minute to make a baby but it 
takes a life-time of crisis-ridden life battle for the purpose 
of God to manifest in the new baby. The fetus in the womb 
of a mother-to-be is at the mercy of its mother because it 
faces the inglorious crisis of abortion that is popular among 
women today. The ordeal of pregnancy is a crisis on its 
own. The mother faces crisis of discomfort that is 
associated with pregnancy. The ordeal of various visits for 
prenatal and postnatal checkups in the maternity ward is 
cumbersome. The travailing labor pains are crises of their 
own. The labor-push forced the infant out of the cozy 
comfort of his mother’s womb. His first expression is the 
wailing cry. People interpret this differently. Some say that 
the suddenness of the bright light of his new environment 
was the reason for the infant cry. Some say it was the 
separation from its mother. Whatever may be the different 
opinions of people, the truth is that a distinct brand new life 
has come out of the old.  
 
The only thing that matters to the infant at the point of birth 
is anything that goes into his mouth. He learns to mimic the 
smile of his mother, surveying every source of bright light 
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in his environment. Balancing a baby in a sitting position is 
not an easy task. The first time the baby was made to sit, he 
falls backward or sideways. As the baby is grows, desire 
that mingles with ambition and as the infant reaches for the 
nearby object, he is forced to learn how to crawl. From 
crawling to standing and from standing to walking all 
requires effort. Crawling, standing up and walking of an 
infant entails a lot of struggles. Even when the infant falls 
there is that inherent determination to perfect the act 
growing up. Very funny enough, the infant does not know 
the meaning of all these struggles. As the child grows he 
faces more challenges. Petty quarrelling with playmates, 
the ordeal of learning in the school, peer-pressure and other 
individual personal difficulties associates with the 
transition from baby to adulthood. At adulthood the 
struggle continues as various responsibilities set in. The 
baby of yesteryears is now responsible to cover his or her 
nakedness. He now makes his own decision about what he 
wants, no longer allowing mommy and daddy to decide for 
him. He sees the need of developing leadership quality, 
career development, securing a job, living alone as an adult 
and establishing his own family.  
 
The same is the experience of a Christian who newly 
embraced salvation. The new convert faces the ordeal of 
persecution even from his own relatives. At this point, it 
takes the grace of God to stand. The people around him 
would joke, jest, ridicule and trivialize the message of 
salvation until it becomes reduced to almost nothing in the 
heart of the man that received the word. Like a clueless 
little infants, many new converts do not understand the 
scripture passages that he or she reads. Many of them do 
not know how to pray and could not preach the word of 
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God to others. Most of the time the new converts depend on 
what the minister teaches and the sermons he preaches. 
Growing up to be a strong believer is not easy. Apart from 
persecution and perhaps discouragement from close family, 
there are some temptations and entanglements that act as 
bumps in the road that can easily derail someone from the 
path of faith and cause them to fall somewhere out there in 
the world. The sin-sick community with perennial sinful 
cultures had its own form of crisis in the life of the 
Christian. The forces of darkness get more and more 
aggressive in the process of their spiritual attack. Growing 
up in the Lord is very important but the associated crises 
are real and burdensome.  
 
The author’s attempt to touch the issue of crises associated 
with Christian life development is not intended to scare 
people away; rather it is intended to prepare our minds for 
the task ahead so that we can make up our mind to be 
strong. It takes the grace of God for someone to be 
spiritually disciplined and to grow spiritually. That is why 
many started traveling on the pathway of salvation but only 
a handful few actually reached the desired destination. That 
is why Jesus Christ said in Matthew 22:14 that, ‘Many are 
called, but few are chosen.’  I pray we will not derail in our 
Christian life journey, in Jesus’ name, Amen. 


