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The Ten Commandments 
 

And God spoke all these words, saying: “I am the 
Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of 
Egypt, out of the house of bondage. You shall have 
no other gods before Me. "You shall not make for 
yourself a carved image, or any likeness of anything 
that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth 
beneath, or that is in the water under the earth; you 
shall not bow down to them nor serve them. For I, 
the Lord your God, am a jealous God, visiting the 
iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third and 
fourth generations of those who hate Me, but 
showing mercy to thousands, to those who love Me 
and keep My commandments.” "You shall not take 
the name of the Lord your God in vain, for the Lord 
will not hold him guiltless who takes His name in 
vain.” "Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. 
Six days you shall labor and do all your work, but 
the seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord your 
God. In it you shall do no work: you, nor your son, 
nor your daughter, nor your male servant, nor your 
female servant, nor your cattle, nor your stranger 
who is within your gates. For in six days the Lord 
made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all 
that is in them, and rested the seventh day. 
Therefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day and 
hallowed it.” "Honor your father and your mother, 
that your days may be long upon the land which the 
Lord your God is giving you. "You shall not murder. 
"You shall not commit adultery. ”You shall not steal. 
"You shall not bear false witness against your 
neighbor. "You shall not covet your neighbor's 
house; you shall not covet your neighbor's wife, nor 
his male servant, nor his female servant, nor his ox, 
nor his donkey, nor anything that is your neighbor's." 
(Exodus 20:1-17) 
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The Decalogue 
 
 

1. Thou shall have no other 
   gods before me 

2. Thou shall not make 
   any graven images 

3. Thou shall not take the name 
   of the Lord thy God in vain 

4. Remember the Sabbath Day 
   to keep it holy 

5. Honor thy Father and Mother 
6. Thou shall not kill 
7. Thou shall not commit adultery 
8. Thou shall not steal 
9. Thou shall not bear false witness 

10.Thou shall not covet 
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Overview of the 
Commandments 

 
God has never done anything without a unique purpose. 
As expected, the awesome wisdom of God is always 
manifest in everything He does. One may be tempted to 
ask, “Since God Himself was leading and guiding the 
Israelites in their wilderness journey as pillar of cloud, 
why did He need to give them the Ten Commandments?” 
The answer is simple. God established the Ten 
Commandment law between the Israelites and Himself 
because He is consistent in His holiness and righteousness. 
The Heavenly King desired to dwell among His people. 
He wanted to guide them in their journey to the Promised 
Land. But it is impossible for Him to change from His 
holy nature and blend with sinful weaknesses of humanity. 
It is mankind that needs transformation. It is man that 
needs to change from his wicked ways and begin to reflect 
the glorious attributes of the Holy God that is guiding 
them. That was why God gave Israel the Commandments. 
The Ten Commandment can be described as Memorandum 
of understanding that guides man about his expected 
righteous relationship with his Creator and about his 
expected mutual righteous relationship with his fellow 
human being. 
 

The Lord began His relationship with Abraham. He then 
extended the same relationship to all His seeds that 
constituted the nation of Israel and lastly, He extended it to 
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all the generation of mankind on earth. God’s 
commandments are expected to guide man in his 
relationship with his Creator. The law of God is universal. 
Whoever obeys the commandments of God will live by the 
blessing thereof. “If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall 
eat the good of the land.” (Isaiah 1:19) One important 
thing to note, God does not give law to people He does not 
have any relationship with. Beginning from the Garden of 
Eden, He gave law unto Adam and Eve. Although it was 
not stated in the Bible that God was in a covenant 
relationship with Adam and Eve, but the fact that God 
created man in His own image and purposely to be in 
dominion over everything He created reveals that God was 
in a covenant relationship with man. That was why the law 
of God clearly revealed the line of demarcation the first 
family must not cross in order that they might continue to 
dwell in the abundance of the blessing of God in the 
Garden. At the cool of the day, the Heavenly King would 
come down in His glory, in to the Garden in order to 
fellowship with the first family. The Ten Commandments 
were to serve as a similar demarcation in His relationship 
with Israelites. The obedience to the law was intended to 
set the Israelites apart as God’s peculiar people from the 
rest of the wicked world.  
 

It is the desire of God that the perfect work of His creation 
may prosper on earth. God always seeks for man to bless 
him. The relationship of God with Abraham began with a 
promise when God found him and told him to get out from 
his country and go to a land that He will show him. “Now 
the Lord had said to Abram: "Get out of your country, 
from your family and from your father's house, to a land 
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that I will show you. I will make you a great nation; I will 
bless you And make your name great; And you shall be a 
blessing. I will bless those who bless you, And I will curse 
him who curses you; And in you all the families of the 
earth shall be blessed.” (Genesis 12:1-3) Abraham yielded 
by faith. He harkened to the commandments of God, 
believed His promises and left his home and his kindred as 
the Lord bid him.  
 

Abraham continued faithfully in this relationship with 
God. The relationship that began with promise was further 
improved upon and strengthened it with a covenant. “And 
it came to pass, when the sun went down and it was dark, 
that behold, there appeared a smoking oven and a burning 
torch that passed between those pieces. On the same day 
the Lord made a covenant with Abram, saying: "To your 
descendants I have given this land, from the river of Egypt 
to the great river, the River Euphrates-- the Kenites, the 
Kenezzites, the Kadmonites, the Hittites, the Perizzites, the 
Rephaim, the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Girgashites, 
and the Jebusites." (Genesis 15:17-21) The Heavenly 
Father finally sealed the relationship with an oath after 
Abraham demonstrated a God-pleasing faith. “But without 
faith it is impossible to please him …” (Hebrews 11:6)  In 
order to test the faithfulness of Abraham God told him to 
sacrifice his only son for Him on the mountain He will 
show him. Although it must have been a very hard 
decision, Abraham obeyed the commandment of God. 
When he was about to slaughter Isaac on the altar, Angel 
of God stopped him. “Then the Angel of the Lord called to 
Abraham a second time out of heaven, and said: “By 
Myself I have sworn, says the Lord, because you have 
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done this thing, and have not withheld your son, your only 
son-- blessing I will bless you, and multiplying I will 
multiply your descendants as the stars of the heaven and 
as the sand which is on the seashore; and your 
descendants shall possess the gate of their enemies. In 
your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, 
because you have obeyed My voice.” (Genesis 22:15-18) 
From the promise of blessing to a covenant relationship 
and finally with an oath sworn unto Abraham, the faithful 
relationship of God with Abraham continued to grow from 
strength to strength. The faithfulness of God continued 
among the descendants of Abraham that received this 
commandment. 
 
When God in His faithfulness sought to bless Israel, He 
gave them the commandments. The Commandments 
served many purposes in the life of Israel.  Whenever God 
wants to bless His people He always packages His blessing 
along with His commandment. The intended package of 
blessing of God about the Ten Commandment was 
revealed to the Israelites so as to encourage them in their 
preparation to receive the law of God and be able to keep 
it. “You yourselves have seen what I did to Egypt, and how 
I carried you on eagles' wings and brought you to myself. 
Now if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out 
of all nations you will be my treasured possession. 
Although the whole earth is mine, you will be for me a 
kingdom of priests and a holy nation.' These are the words 
you are to speak to the Israelites." (Exodus 19:4-6) 
 

Within the blessing, the commandment of God seems to 
grow firmer.  It became to Israel a divine article governing 
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the covenant relationship between God and His children. It 
was a clear spiritual guideline unto them in the course of 
their relationship with the Heavenly God. The 
commandment touched upon their responsibilities towards 
the Lord God and at the same time dwells upon the 
responsibilities of mankind towards each other. Taking a 
cue from this divine understanding, it is a pointer to us that 
we should be mindful of other people around us in the way 
we live, in our conducts and in our utterances. The way we 
live must not infringe on or hurt others. None of our life 
achievements must be obtained to the detriment of other 
people. Our interaction with others is not only expected to 
be loving and caring, it must also reflect honor and glory 
unto God. If we are constantly observing the Ten 
Commandments in our relationship with God and with 
man, our excellent behaviors will single us out as 
righteous people for the glory of God.  
 

The commandment grew sharper still and it had to become 
so. Israel was not innocent when she received the 
commandments. Although engaged in a harsh journey 
through the wilderness, the Israelites on their way from 
Egypt to the Promised Land were still seeped in the 
Egyptian culture of idolatry. These wicked people were 
still operating in the broken natural tendencies of the flesh. 
Righteousness obviously was not part of the culture of the 
wicked world. Holiness was not their watchword. Israel 
needed the commandment as a hard line of demarcation in 
their hearts separating them from idolatry life to the true 
worship of the Heavenly King. The commandment was to  
separate them from the entanglements of Egypt of old in 
order to prepare them for the Promised Land. The 
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commandments then were given to set a line of 
demarcation between the children of God and the worldly 
people. By obedience to God's commandments, His 
children were reclassified as people that live by the rule of 
His law.  
 

Today persecution is still prevalent in various forms all 
over the world. The reason for the persecution is that the 
children of God are not operating in the same prevalent 
practices of the wicked norms of their environments. Over 
time, we see that people operating in nature of flesh cannot 
easily be guided by the spiritual law of God. A spiritual 
change must first of all occur transforming the natural man 
to spiritual before he can become sensitive to the impulses 
of spiritual law. It is after this change that it becomes 
reasonable to yield to the things of the spirit. “But the 
natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: 
for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know 
them, because they are spiritually discerned.” (1 
Corinthians 2:14) Therefore the wicked do not possess the 
righteous frame of mind to live by the commandment of 
God because it is foolishness to them. They did not know 
God neither were they aware of His commandment. God 
said to the wicked, "What right have you to declare My 
statutes, or take My covenant in your mouth.” (Psalm 
50:16) 
 

Certainly, there is no association between light and 
darkness. “Do not be unequally yoked together with 
unbelievers. For what fellowship has righteousness with 
lawlessness? And what communion has light with 
darkness? And what accord has Christ with Belial? Or 
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what part has a believer with an unbeliever?” (II 
Corinthians 6:14-15) People are hostile towards the 
children of God because His children believe in Him and 
manifest in this faith by obeying His laws. There will 
certainly be a continuous line of demarcation between 
children of the Most High God and the worldly people 
because it is God fearing people that Jesus Christ will 
present to the Father at last. “Then comes the end, when 
He delivers the kingdom to God the Father, when He puts 
an end to all rule and all authority and power. For He 
must reign till He has put all enemies under His feet. The 
last enemy that will be destroyed is death.” (I Corinthians 
15:24-26) But the worldly people have no part to play in 
the kingdom of God because they have been slated to 
perish in the lake of fire unless they repent of their wicked 
ways and turn to God before their ordained doomed end. 
 

It is the opinion of many that commandments of God place 
restrictions upon His people. Contrary to this, the intention 
of God about the commandments is to make the children 
of God free as long as we do not break any of those 
commandments. However, it must be made clear that there 
are two types of freedom: freedom from God and freedom 
in God.  If you obey His commandments, you are free in 
Him because all of your actions strengthen your 
relationship with Him.  There is nothing as good as being 
able to know those things we need to do in order to 
maintain our relationship with God. Freedom from God is 
what His commandments are designed to prevent. Those 
who are free from God have no relationship with Him and 
are therefore, subject to His wrath. There is nothing as 
straight forward as to know the line of demarcation we 
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should not cross so that we will not incur the wrath of 
God. The law of God is meant to educate the children of 
God about the ways of Heaven so that we can remain in a 
good standing in Book of Life in the presence of our 
Heavenly Father. 
 

Regardless of its many necessary embodiments, the Ten 
Commandments are above all the key note of the culture 
of Heaven. God gave His Commandments to educate man 
about the Heaven’s culture.  Remember the prayer that our 
Lord Jesus Christ taught the disciples? "Thy will be done 
in earth, as it is in heaven." (Matthew 6:10) Our Heavenly 
God desires that the dwelling place of mankind on earth 
may be the extension of Heaven. The merciful God wanted 
to entrench this righteous culture in the heart of His 
children who had just been divinely released from the 
bondage of Egyptian taskmasters. It was the interest of our 
Heavenly Father to showcase His people to the entire 
world as impeccably righteous people. He wanted to 
display His beautiful attributes to all the nations of the 
world through a people possessing the excellent culture of 
heavenly righteousness. It is our Christ filled ways of life 
marked by a spiritually driven obedience to God’s law that 
separates us from the rest of the world. If the children of 
God are not law abiding people, it means there is no 
difference or demarcation between them and the rest of the 
worldly people. These were the strong reasons why God 
gave His Commandments unto mankind.  He began with 
Israelites of old that the law of God might be our school 
masters guiding us in our pathway unto God’s 
righteousness. 
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Commandment Before 
The Commandments 

 
The only hint that we have in the scripture leading to the 
revelation of God’s ordinances to all mankind was the 
close relationship that Moses maintained with God. 
Exodus 19:3 stated, “And Moses went up unto God...” 
Some of the excellent characters that enhance close 
relationship with God are obedience, holiness and 
consistent fellowship with Him in our prayer and 
supplication. The combination of these unique 
characteristics prompted Moses to go up to the mountain 
purposely to seek the face of God in prayer.  It was during 
this fellowship that the Heavenly Father began to intimate 
him with deep spiritual dialogue.  In Jeremiah 29:13 the 
scripture says, “And ye shall seek me, and find me, when 
ye shall search for me with all your heart.” Moses sought 
the face of God with all his heart and he found God.  He 
became friend of God Who spoke with him mouth to 
mouth. “With him will I speak mouth to mouth, even 
apparently, and not in dark speeches …” (Numbers 12:8) 
The Lord called unto him out of the mountain and sent him 
to the household of Israel.  The Lord began His dialogue 
with Moses by reminding the Israelites of the great mighty 
deed He did among the Israel. “Thus you shall say to the 
house of Jacob and tell the sons of Israel: You yourselves 
have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore you 
on eagles’ wings, and brought you to Myself.”  It was like 
God was telling Moses that all those great deeds were just 
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like a tip of iceberg compared to the height of honor and 
greatness that He purposed for the nation. He stated the 
conditions of His blessing and He also declared the 
blessing He had in store for the Israelites. “Now therefore, 
if ye will obey my voice indeed, and keep my covenant, 
then ye shall be a peculiar treasure unto me above all 
people: for all the earth is mine: And ye shall be unto me a 
kingdom of priests, and an holy nation.” (Exodus 19:5-6)  
 

Moses went down from the mountain. He held a meeting 
with the elders of the Israelites to deliver the messages of 
God to people. In one accord, the elders promised that they 
will do as the Lord commanded them. Moses went up 
again to bring the word of the elders of Israel back to God. 
In response to the elders' desire to be close to Him, God 
gave Israel preliminary commandments for their spiritual 
preparation.  “And the LORD said unto Moses, Go unto 
the people, and sanctify them today and tomorrow, and let 
them wash their clothes, And be ready against the third 
day: for the third day the LORD will come down in the 
sight of all the people upon mount Sinai.” (Exodus 19:10-
11) As a faithful servant of God, at over eighty years of 
age Moses was still gladly and steadfastly serving God. He 
climbed up and down on Mount Sinai bearing the 
messages of God to His people. 
  

Moses came down from the mount to get the congregation 
prepared for the great occasion as God had commanded 
him. “So Moses went down from the mountain to the 
people and sanctified the people, and they washed their 
clothes. And he said to the people, "Be ready for the third 
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day; do not come near your wives.” (Exodus 19:14-15) 
This preparation was both physical and spiritual.  
 
The physical preparation included washing of their 
clothes, and following all the security protocols in force 
for the great event. Washing of clothes might mean appear 
in one’s best cleansing form physically. Refraining from 
sexual relationship with one’s spouse within the three days 
of their preparation is a form of self-denial and separation 
of self exclusively unto God. This is part of spiritual 
exercise that believers always incorporate into fasting and 
prayer as part of waiting processes when they are seeking 
the face of God.  
 

Spiritual preparation includes bringing ones cleansed 
spiritual vessels before God in preparation to meet with 
Him. This might include seeking the face of God in prayer 
for repentance of the past sins. It includes doing away with 
malice and grudges among the people of God and being at 
peace with everyone. It includes ensuring that 
misunderstandings and differences brethren are resolved. It 
includes embracing forgiveness and peace instead of 
squabbles. It includes consecrating and sanctifying self in 
holiness before God. “Sanctify yourselves therefore, and 
be ye holy: for I am the LORD your God. And ye shall 
keep my statutes, and do them: I am the LORD which 
sanctify you.” (Leviticus 20:7-8) Consecration means 
setting oneself apart in holiness in preparation to appear 
before God. The old priests in Israel were required to be 
consecrated before they could serve in the temple. 
Sanctification means separating self from worldliness unto 
holiness and righteousness of God for the glorious services 
in the Lord’s vineyard.  
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Being spiritually ready means do away with all elements 
of besetting sins and turn on one’s spiritual receptivity by 
doing the blessed will of God as directed by their spiritual 
leader. The Lord was simply saying, “Appear before me in 
holiness and in the righteous frame of mind.” “Follow 
peace with all men, and holiness, without which no man 
shall see the Lord.” (Hebrew 12:14) The people of God 
set their minds in one accord on the divine appointment, in 
readiness to receive God’s divine directions and His 
abundant blessings. This is the expectation of God for His 
people any time we come to the presence of God for 
fellowship. If we want to see Him face to face at last we 
need to get ourselves prepared spiritually. 
 

The scenario on the Mount was very tense and terrifying. 
The Holy God was coming down in His awesome glory on 
Mount Sinai. It meant the Holiness of Heaven was coming 
down upon unholy earth that He had cursed early in the 
beginning because of mankind’s sins. However the 
Heavenly Father, ever full of mercy, would still have a 
word with His children. The atmosphere has to be right 
and holily conducive for Heavenly God to dwell among 
His people. That was the reason for the uncommon 
occurrences that began to manifest on the mount. Think of 
it for a moment. The mountain was hosting its Creator on 
earth. The earth did not possess mouth for praising Him 
therefore with a devastating earthquake it set the ball 
rolling in adoration and reverence for the Most High God.  
An unusual thick smoke that covered the mountain top 
heralded His presence. Unprecedented and incessant 
sounds of thunder enveloped the whole environment. The 
uncommon loud blast of trumpet of the angelic host of 
Heaven enveloped the area. The awe and terror of 



Commandments before the Commandments 

- 21 - 

Almighty God gripped the heart of everyone. The 
Israelites could not stand the intense flashing and sounds 
of thunder. The eruption of fire and cloud that covered the 
mountain was fearsome. There, in the awesome glory upon 
the Mount the presence of God manifested, in the pillar of 
fire and cloud on the mountain.   
 

Yet all the thunder, and smoke and fire was not a show of 
the mightiness of Almighty God. Instead, they served to 
highlight and proclaim the importance of the God’s word 
unto His people.  The revelation did not manifest to Israel 
in night visions and interpretable dreams. The spiritual 
encounter of the congregation was, at the same time, a 
vivid physical experience. The merciful God established a 
melding point between divinity and humanity at Mount 
Sinai to set the law of God in motion. Our Heavenly 
Father wanted to be one-on-one with His people.  He was 
revealing to His people the way He wanted to relate with 
them.  Can two walk together, except they be agreed? 
(Amos 3:3) He wanted the congregation to receive the law 
directly so that it will not become a third-party story.  The 
Lord did not want to just pass the law to Moses for onward 
implementation among the people of God.  Had He done 
this, it would have been easier for some to later speculate 
that Moses schemed up the law as a clever device to 
manage God’s people. 
 
God had earlier told Moses about the preparation. In turn, 
Moses had prepared the people. Moses assured God that 
people had adequately been prepared and warned, “The 
people cannot come up to Mount Sinai; for You warned us, 
saying, set bounds around the mountain and consecrate 
it.” (Exodus 19:23) Paying attention to details, you will 
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notice that it was not only the Israelites that were prepared 
and consecrated. Even the surrounding base of the Mount 
Sinai was consecrated. Whenever an environment is 
consecrated, only the anointed priest can operate therein. 
God intended that His people might be able to survive His 
fiery presence. That was why God sent Moses back the 
second time to the people because nothing can be taken for 
granted for a perfect God who knows the character of His 
people. God repeated His words to Moses, “Away! Get 
down and then come up, you and Aaron…” (Exodus 
19:24) Obviously, the Lord was telling Moses to go back 
to the people quickly. Take a second look at the 
compliance of the security arrangements. Give a second 
warning to people not to come up to the mountain and 
should not cross the borderline at the base of the mountain. 
After the second warning to the people then come back to 
the mountain, you and Aaron. 
 

The preamble laws before receiving the Ten 
Commandments were in force. God commanded it and 
Moses enacted and implemented it. The law of salvation 
preceded this great event. The entire congregation that 
converged before the Lord were a saved people of God—
saved miraculously from the taskmasters and baptized in 
the cloud of the sea. By the virtue of the covenant that 
began with their forefather, Abraham, they belonged to 
God. They are people of God. For the important occasion 
they consecrated themselves as God commanded them. 
They had cleansed and separated themselves in holiness 
waiting to receive the divine direction from God. They had 
waited for the Lord in fasting and prayer for His 
revelation. The ordinance of the Lord was in operation—
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No one would attempt to cross the borderline He set for 
them at the base of the Mount.  
 
In applying this principle to our lives today, it becomes 
clear that no one can truly appreciate the importance of the 
law of God unless the individual had experienced the 
divine transformation that led to his salvation. The heart 
has to be re-conditioned and sanctified to receive the 
things of the Spirit. It is impossible to receive the law of 
God into an unprepared heart. The word would not have a 
foot hold and would not germinate not to talk of bearing 
enduring fruit in the heart that was not prepared. Only a 
people that have been spiritually transformed and prepared 
possess the spiritual nature capable of receiving and 
observing the law of God. In addition to this, the person 
have to remain cleansed according to scripturally 
prescribed holiness.  Like Moses, he or she would have to 
continually separate self unto God in daily fellowship 
through reading and meditation on His Word and prayer.  
“Now all the people witnessed the thundering, the 
lightning flashes, the sound of the trumpet, and the 
mountain smoking; and when the people saw it, they 
trembled and stood afar off. Then they said to Moses, 
“You speak with us, and we will hear; but let not God 
speak with us, lest we die.” (Exodus 20:18-19)  At every 
stage in human development, even in this so-called 
sophisticated generation, the awesome manifestation of the 
power of Almighty God in any form He chose is terrifying. 
The episode on Mount Sinai was unique. The Shekinah 
glory of Almighty God was still strange to His people and 
they were terrified to behold it. Any time the law of God 
comes to man it always come with signs and wonder. The 
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reason is not far-fetched. Human beings have a tendency 
to forget things. The manifestation of the power of God at 
the time of the revelation always acts as a reminder of the 
event throughout the generation of mankind. If men forget 
the law, at least they will remember the awesome event. 
The event would remain in their memory and they would 
pass on the glorious events they witnessed to their 
generation. And if they can remember the event then they 
will also remember the messages and the purposes. The 
circle of remembrance of the visitation of heaven would 
continue to resonate in the mind of the people of God 
throughout the existence of man on earth. 
  

The replica of Mount Sinai scenario in the New Testament 
was the visitation of Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost. 
Although the event seemed to occur unnoticed to the entire 
world but the stage of the divine event was set. From the 
time of Moses till the time of Jesus Christ on earth, the 
nation of Israel had been observing the commemoration of 
the Feast of the Week consistently until the fateful day of 
Pentecost. “And you shall count for yourselves from the 
day after the Sabbath, from the day that you brought the 
sheaf of the wave offering: seven Sabbaths shall be 
completed. Count fifty days to the day after the seventh 
Sabbath; then you shall offer a new grain offering to the 
Lord.” (Leviticus 23:15-16) Seven weeks after the feast of 
Passover was harvest time of barley in Israel. On the 
fiftieth day after Passover is the celebration of Feast of 
Weeks or [Shavuot] popularly known as Pentecost. During 
this time, people from other countries gathered in Israel to 
trade in the abundant of their bumper harvest of barley.  
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Jesus Christ had earlier instructed the disciples to wait in 
the city if Jerusalem. “And, behold, I send the promise of 
my Father upon you: but tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, 
until ye be endued with power from on high.” (Luke 24:49) 
The disciples obeyed our Lord, and 120 believers that 
were spiritually prepared, gathered together in one accord, 
in the Upper Room in the city of Jerusalem. Obviously 
they waited with expectation. The waited in faith believing 
that the grace of the glorious visitation will come at the 
right time. They sought the face of God and prayed 
fervently for the promised divine visitation from Heaven. 
And suddenly, like a mighty rushing wind, Holy Spirit 
located the prepared believers in the Upper Room. The 
anointing of Holy Spirit appeared on their heads like a 
clove tongue of fire. (Acts 2:1-4) As part of divine 
preparation of secular people, on this day of Pentecost, 
different people from seventeen nations were unwittingly 
present in Jerusalem to trade in the harvest of barley. “And 
how is it that we hear, each in our own language in which 
we were born? ‘Parthians and Medes and Elamites, those 
dwelling in Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus 
and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of 
Libya adjoining Cyrene, visitors from Rome, both Jews 
and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs--we hear them 
speaking in our own tongues the wonderful works of God.’ 
So they were all amazed and perplexed, saying to one 
another, "Whatever could this mean?” (Acts 2:8-12) 
Although these visitors were not part of the people that 
experience the divine touch of the Holy Spirit but they 
were the credible eye-witnesses that heard the believers 
manifesting in the divine utterance of their Pentecostal 
experience. They heard the disciples speaking in the native 
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dialects of the seventeen nations. They came to participate 
in the feast of the Week, they never knew that God had 
gathered them together to feast upon the power from on 
high and benefit from the glorious visitation. 
 
The impact of the glorious presence of the Third Person of 
Trinity was uniquely awesome in the midst of the 
spiritually prepared believers and the secular people. The 
anointing removed fear from the hearts of the apostles and 
they were completely transformed. The anointing of Holy 
Spirit brought forth divine utterance to the believers so that 
they could reach out to the 17 different nationalities 
present in Jerusalem on the day. Their transformation was 
imparted upon to the generation of mankind till today and 
throughout the existence of man on earth.  The purpose of 
a Pentecost experience and the purpose of the visitation of 
Holy Spirit among men will remain fresh in our memories. 
Through the manifestation of the Holy Spirit, an 
uncountable number of people had responded with faith 
and obedience to embrace salvation. 
 
Let us go back to Mount Sinai.  On the appointed third day 
there was a great angelic celebration on the mount.  The 
Lord came down upon Mount Sinai according to His word. 
His glory of God filled the Mount. In the midst of thick 
cloud of the glory of God, there was sporadic earth quakes 
and unprecedented thundering. Moses, His servant, was 
divinely preserved in the midst of the angelic fireworks.  
The lightning flashed and thunder strike yet the lives of 
His beloved were preserved.  The Shekinah glory of His 
divine presence known as Pillar of Cloud and Fire 
engulfed the entire mountain top.  The sounds of the 
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angelic trumpets drown the fearful and squeaky crying of 
mortal men. 
 

The monumental celebration of the angelic hosts on the 
mount was part of God’s visitation.  We all know that the 
earthly leader does not make a public appearance in any 
place without entourage swarming around him. The 
magnitude of celebration that the heavenly hosts 
manifested upon the mountain was not even sufficient to 
reflect His Glory.  Nevertheless, it was sufficient to 
imprint the importance of His glory upon the hearts of the 
Israelites in order that His messages would be registered 
and imprinted in their hearts. Israel beheld only a glimpse 
of the awesomeness of God’s glory and they trembled. 
 
And above all, the Lord glorious presence upon the Mount 
denoted the height of the Heavenly Father’s humility. The 
Psalmist tells us that the “LORD is high above all nations, 
and his glory above the heavens. Who is like unto the 
LORD our God, who dwelleth on high, Who humbleth 
himself to behold the things that are in heaven, and in the 
earth! (Psalm 113:4-6) The LORD declared in Isaiah, 
“The heaven is my throne, and the earth is my footstool 
…” (Isaiah 66:1) The mystery of His love that mingled 
with purposefulness of His precepts made Him to humbly 
leave the glory of His Majesty high above the heavens and 
condescend so low to the level of men, that He might enter 
their abode in order to dialogue with earthly.  
 
The Lord God in His infinite mercy needed to make His 
glorious presence felt among His people so that they can 
differentiate the real God from the lifeless idol gods they 
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were worshipping in Egypt. They needed to experience 
and witness the awesome power of Almighty God the 
Creator of Heaven and earth on the Mount.  They needed 
fodder for imagining His ability and the authority behind 
every single statement of the law that proceeded from His 
mouth.  This would help them to prepare and make up 
their minds to receive the law wholeheartedly, and live 
absolutely by it.  That was why God told Moses to prepare 
the Israelites physically and spiritually for three day days 
before their divine appointment with Him on the Mount. 
 
Obviously it is not possible for the 21st Century readers to 
live through again the exact experience of the divine 
visitation of God upon Mount Sinai that led to the divine 
utterance and divine lettering of the Ten Commandments. 
Notwithstanding I pray that the Holy Spirit will take you 
to the in-depth realm of understanding and endow you 
with divine revelation of the vision of the truth that the 
Lord is revealing to the world in this book. As you are 
reading this book, I know that you are not on Mount Sinai 
like the Israelites of old, but I am humbly requesting you 
to please focus your mind and attention on the spoken 
word of God that had transformed humanity from 
generation unto generation. Therefore, beloved, get ready 
to be ushered into the realm of revelation of God. Open 
your heart to receive the great Commandments of 
righteousness and holiness from our Lord God Almighty 
that will harmonize our relationship with the Living God 
and benefit of humanity as a whole. The word of His 
Commandments will fall on a good ground in your hearts 
in Jesus name, Amen. 
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“You shall have no 
other gods before Me.” 

 

“I am the LORD thy God, which have brought 
thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of 
bondage. Thou shalt have no other gods before 
me.” (Exodus 20:2-3) 

The scripture gave us an insight about the sound of the 
voice of God. Revelation 14:2 says, “And I heard a voice 
from heaven, as the voice of many waters, and as the voice 
of a great thunder.” Like a mighty thundering, the first 
commandment of God rolled out with a prolonged 
vibrating echo in the ear of the Israelites. Only the 
spiritually trained ears of Moses could decipher those loud 
and powerful sounds that were proceeding from the 
presence of the Heavenly Father. 
 

The commandment began with the introduction of Who 
the Lord God Almighty is. It further explained the loving 
heart of God towards His people in the way He 
personalized His introduction and relationship with the 
Israelites. Even if the nation of Israel did not recognize the 
Lord as her God, at least she could still recount that 
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mighty and powerful hands of God delivered her from the 
encumbrances of Pharaoh. Yet, He was not content to be 
only their Savior.  As He spoke to them, He lead His 
people from their known experience to establish principles 
that will guide them through in life as a congregation of 
righteous people. For as David said, “Thy word is a lamp 
unto my feet and a light unto my path.”  God reminded the 
Israelites that they were completely helpless and enslaved 
in Egypt. Their wisdom could not show them the way to 
freedom. Their strength and skill were unable to deliver 
them out from the hands of their taskmaster. All the idol 
gods they knew and worshipped in Egypt could not deliver 
them from the hand of Pharaoh.  
 

The peak of human ingratitude is to apportion the praises 
and glory rightly due unto Almighty God, the Author of 
life, to lifeless idol gods. Considering the awesome 
scintillating bright light that we behold every day and all 
the mystery of beautiful life that surrounds us, it is the 
height of spiritual ignorance for anyone to not know and 
revere God Almighty who is the author of creation. Even if 
man does not know God, the marvelous works of the 
Heavenly King speak volumes of His excellent and perfect 
work of Creation. Consider the immeasurable great deeds 
of the Heavenly Father for mankind and the way He is 
consistently mindful of humanity. Is it not a great 
abomination to provoke God to jealousy by paying 
reverential attention to worthless objects and thereby 
turning them into the idols He abhors? That is why the 
Lord declared openly in the book of Isaiah and said, “I am 
the LORD: that is my name: and my glory will I not give to 
another, neither my praise to graven images.” (Isaiah 
42:8) 
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And as for thy nativity, in the day thou wast born thy 
navel was not cut, neither wast thou washed in water to 
supple thee; thou wast not salted at all, nor swaddled 
at all. None eye pitied thee, to do any of these unto 
thee, to have compassion upon thee; but thou wast 
cast out in the open field, to the loathing of thy person, 
in the day that thou wast born. And when I passed by 
thee, and saw thee polluted in thine own blood, I said 
unto thee when thou wast in thy blood, Live; yea, I said 
unto thee when thou wast in thy blood, Live. I have 
caused thee to multiply as the bud of the field, and thou 
hast increased and waxen great, and thou art come to 
excellent ornaments: thy breasts are fashioned, and 
thine hair is grown, whereas thou wast naked and bare.  
 
Now when I passed by thee, and looked upon thee, 
behold, thy time was the time of love; and I spread my 
skirt over thee, and covered thy nakedness: yea, I 
sware unto thee, and entered into a covenant with 
thee, saith the Lord GOD, and thou becamest mine. 
Then washed I thee with water; yea, I throughly 
washed away thy blood from thee, and I anointed thee 
with oil. I clothed thee also with broidered work, and 
shod thee with badgers' skin, and I girded thee about 
with fine linen, and I covered thee with silk. I decked 
thee also with ornaments, and I put bracelets upon thy 
hands, and a chain on thy neck. And I put a jewel on 
thy forehead, and earrings in thine ears, and a beautiful 
crown upon thine head. Thus wast thou decked with 
gold and silver; and thy raiment was of fine linen, and 
silk, and broidered work; thou didst eat fine flour, and 
honey, and oil: and thou wast exceeding beautiful, and 
thou didst prosper into a kingdom. And thy renown 
went forth among the heathen for thy beauty: for it was 
perfect through my comeliness, which I had put upon 
thee, saith the Lord GOD.(Ezekiel 16:4-14)  
 

In this first commandment, God was teaching the Israel to 
demonstrate gratefulness to the Mighty One in Israel who 
rescued them from the hand of tyranny in Egypt. In the 
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above allegorical prophesy of Ezekiel, can anyone say that 
the Heavenly Father who picked up the Israel from the 
pollution of her own blood was asking for too much when 
He asked that her allegiance must be unto Him? After 
lovingly promising Israel, “I will never leave thee nor 
forsake thee,” can a Father’s simple request for love be 
considered outrageous? The covenant keeping God 
remembered His covenant with Abraham. With stretched 
hands He swiftly rescued Israel, the afflicted children of 
Abraham. The covenant was the basis of the relationship 
between God and Abraham when he was alive. Abraham 
did not have other gods before Almighty God. The 
Heavenly Father intended that the same relationship be 
continued with the generation of Abraham as long as the 
righteous terms of the covenant are maintained. That was 
why God demanded that the household of Israelites should 
have no other gods before Him. The Lord did not want 
anything to contend and contest His Lordship over the 
Israelites the apple of His eyes.  
 
It is certainly not too much for a good earthly father to 
demand that his children recognize him as the head of the 
family and honor him.  He has been there watching over 
every members of his children growing from infant to 
adulthood. He has been consistently loving and caring for 
them. He has been guiding them according to the level of 
his wisdom and abilities to ensure that the children live an 
excellent life. Having all these facts in mind, it means the 
father expects his children to look unto him as their father 
even if only because he continues to contribute towards the 
advancement of the family. He wants to be there for the 
family according to his capacity. He does not want to be 
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ignored or be discarded as a nonexistent entity in the 
family because he is answerable to the Heavenly God who 
made him the human angel to his family. Every tribe 
among human race has a unique culture of honoring their 
earthly parents. At least they recognize and revere their 
father with a unique title that comes with honor and 
respect. I am yet to see the earthly father teaching his 
children to call him by his first name. Some fathers have 
been said to do so in western nations but only in reaction 
against old ways. Nevertheless, in moments of anger or 
love, one hears them demanding acknowledgement by 
saying, “I am your father,” instead of saying “I am … 
Bob.” If the earthly father can rightly demand for 
recognition and honor, how much more is the Creator of 
Heaven who is the Father of all the earthly fathers? 
 

Perhaps we are wondering why God is asking man to 
accord Him with honor and glory due to Him. To whom 
much is given much is expected. The scripture revealed 
that we are created in the image of God. We are all 
endowed with the attributes of appreciation. We need to 
understand that whenever God gives man a 
commandment, He intends to use the obedience thereof as 
a platform of blessing those who obey Him. God is 
demanding that we recognize Him as our Father in order to 
enable us to pattern our lives according to His glorious 
attributes. He expects us to revere Him wholeheartedly 
because it is our reasonable service. He expects us to 
consistently relate with Him because by so doing we are 
positioning ourselves in the zone of His divine blessing.  
 
Today human beings permit many things to contend the 
lordship of mankind with God in their lives. The Ancient 
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of Days who knew the end before the beginning had 
already foreseen what will become the heart of man later 
in life. Today mammon, otherwise known as the god of 
‘money’ is keenly contending the lordship of man with 
God. It is a fact that money answereth all things, 
(Ecclesiastes 10:19) but this maxim is mainly limited to 
secular activities. Money may procure an excellent 
medical service and brand name medication, but God is 
the Lord that heals us. “If thou wilt diligently hearken to 
the voice of the LORD thy God, and wilt do that which is 
right in his sight, and wilt give ear to his commandments, 
and keep all his statutes, I will put none of these diseases 
upon thee, which I have brought upon the Egyptians: for I 
am the LORD that healeth thee.” (Exodus 15:26) Money 
does not answer the issue of salvation of man it is 
exclusive gift of God through grace. “For by grace are ye 
saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the 
gift of God.” (Ephesians 2:8) Money may be a useful 
resource for the relevant activities in the fellowship of the 
saints but it is not the main operator in the relationship of 
man with his Creator. Money is truly a powerful item 
among humanity but the love of it is the root of all evil. 
For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, for 
which some have strayed from the faith in their greediness, 
and pierced themselves through with many sorrows. (I 
Timothy 6:10) Because of inordinate desires and love for 
money the vision of many became clouded and many 
people have deserted the Heavenly King.  God gave us the 
first commandment that we might have ordinance and 
direction to our desires by first telling us whom we are to 
revere. 
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Some of the people have been engulfed and drowned in 
pride. They cannot behold the mighty hands of God in 
their achievements. They always attribute their successes 
to their wisdom and abilities. They fail to realize that no 
man can manifest any ability on earth unless it is given to 
him by the Heavenly Father. They do not know the 
difference between achievements and the grace of 
enjoying ones fruit of labor. Some people are so full of 
themselves that they failed to realize that it is God 
Almighty that ministers to every single cells of their body. 
They did not even know that it is the power of God that 
balanced the chemical composition of their body and daily 
makes it possible for them to function perfectly in order 
that they may handle their daily activities.  
 
To some, their job is their god in the way they are totally 
wrapped up and slowly consumed by office activities that 
they forget about God who provided them with the job. 
They uphold the job in their hearts as if their lives depend 
on it. These types of people always talk about being busy 
and bearing responsibilities of the company as if the 
company cannot exist without them. They emphasize that 
the job provides money for them to take care of their 
families. There may be some element of superficial truth 
in this statement as there is always some truth in the best 
deception. Maybe this is why their centermost thought is 
about the ‘provision’ thereby relegating the Almighty 
Provider to the background. The truth that this categories 
of people should know is that God is the Mighty Father 
that gives them the power to get wealth. “… then you say 
in your heart, 'My power and the might of my hand have 
gained me this wealth.' And you shall remember the Lord 
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your God, for it is He who gives you power to get wealth 
…, (Deuteronomy 8:17-18) After all, can a man or woman 
work and make money while crippled on a sick bed?  Can 
anyone work enough to care for and heal all the physical 
and emotional ailments of a family ravaged by death and 
illness?  Is it not the Lord who sustains us and blesses us?  
 
Fun and time consuming entertainment activities like 
sports events and social party events are the gods of some 
people. They can spend all night without sleeping in the 
nightclubs to celebrate all night parties.  Is it any wonder 
then that they find it so boring to spend a few hours during 
night vigil to seek the face of God in prayer? They can 
stay from morning to the evening time in one spot during a 
sporting event in the stadium to watch their darling teams 
playing games. They can cheer their soccer idol, basketball 
idol, baseball idol or American idol but never think of 
setting aside quality time in a day to praise the Creator. If 
people in these categories come to the church, their 
patience burns out fast because of the worldly 
commitments they have. Many would say, “I cannot spend 
so-so numbers of hours in the church, I have important 
things to do,” because they have made the gods of this 
world their god. In fact, they feel this urgency strongly 
both physically and mentally because their bodies and 
minds have grown accustomed and addicted to the worship 
of these other gods and, like lotus eaters, they are eager to 
go back. For this reason, the only solution for any 
boredom and distraction one might feel in God’s presence 
is to obey the first commandment and continue to worship 
Him and spend time in His Presence.  When anyone does 
this, the body and mind will adapt and change, and begin 



Thou shall have no other gods before Me 

- 37 - 

to hunger for God's presence and by His grace, all the 
addictions will melt away. 
 
Perhaps we are yet to understand this commandment from 
the point of view of our Heavenly Father. He is simply 
telling us that since He is always mindful and thoughtful 
of His people on earth, He expects His children on earth to 
be as mindful and thoughtful of Him. God is not only 
interests in our adoration, He wants to inhabit our praise 
because angels in heaven are also worshipping Him. "But 
thou art holy, O thou that inhabitest the praises of Israel." 
(Psalm 22:3) He simply doesn’t want us to cut off our 
lifeline and blessing by worshipping lifeless idol gods and 
thereby fall into abominable sin because we have 
abandoned the Source of our life. He is the reason behind 
and foundation beneath every joy we can ever celebrate. 
He is the prevailing Lord of solution over every problem 
of our lives. He is the reason for our existence on earth. He 
is our sufficiency in all ramifications. He is all in all in our 
life, the Alpha and Omega. That is why He rightly 
demanded that, “We should not have another god beside 
Him.” That glorious chair at the apex of our heart belongs 
to Him.  And unto Him alone should our praises be.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


