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              Chapter 
The Preparation 

 
Then He said to Abram: "Know certainly that your descendants 
will be strangers in a land that is not theirs, and will serve them, 
and they will afflict them four hundred years. (Genesis 15:13) 
 
Now the length of time the Israelite people lived in Egypt was 
430 years. At the end of the 430 years, to the very day, all the 
Lord's divisions left Egypt. Because the Lord kept vigil that night 
to bring them out of Egypt, on this night all the Israelites are to 
keep vigil to honor the Lord for the generations to come.  
(Exodus 12:40-42) 
       

 
The word of God is a mystery. Wisdom of man cannot 
fathom it. Philosophy and science are not in any way close 
to its understanding. In some cases, theological 
understanding of the word could be subject to so many 
schools of thoughts. The perfect understanding of the word 
only comes by the revelation of Holy Spirit unto man. One 
does not always come to the realization of this fact until the 
concealed mysteries in the word begin to unfold itself 
through the manifestation power of Holy Spirit.  
 
Consistent to the faithful ways of Almighty God in His 
dealings with humanity, covenant always precedes His 
relationship with man. God had a covenant with Noah 
before he used Him as an instrument to save the generation 
of Noah. In the same manner, God began a relationship 
with Abraham through covenant. In a vision, God visited 
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Abram. The Lord assured him and said, “Do not be afraid, 
Abram, I am your shield, your exceedingly great reward… 
“I am the Lord who brought you out of Ur of the 
Chaldeans, to give you this land to inherit it.”  Then, 
Abram asked God, “Lord God, How shall I know that I will 
inherit it?” God told him to make an offering unto Him. 
“Bring me a three year-old heifer, a three-year old female 
goat, a three-year-old ram, a turtledove and a young 
pigeon.” The question is, “Did God needed a sacrifice 
before He fulfilled his words?” Absolutely not! He did not 
need one. However, He dealt with Abram according to the 
knowledge of his environment. In order that Abram can be 
convinced that all the Lord’s promises would be fulfilled, 
God entered into covenant with him.  
 
It was the type of covenant that Abram was familiar. 
Abram provided the offering animals, cut them into two 
and placed each piece opposite each other in accordance to 
the ancient ways of covenant making. The parties involved 
in the covenant will pass through the middle of the 
offering. In our days, two signatures on a document will 
establish a covenant or a contract. God and Abram cannot 
pass through the offering at the same time to seal the 
covenant because no man can see the face of God and live. 
God once told Moses, “You cannot see My face; for no 
man shall see Me, and live." (Exodus 33:20) Therefore, 
Abram fell into a deep sleep, perhaps the type of sleep that 
came upon Adam when God created Eve in the Garden of 
Eden. A horror and great darkness fell upon him. Then God 
said to Abram, “Know certainly that your descendants will 
be strangers in a land that is not theirs and will serve them, 
and they will afflict them four hundred years.” The 
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scripture described the scenario as a horror and great 
darkness. This was not an indication that the covenant was 
evil. Rather it was the Abram’s first experience of the pillar 
of cloud that we later known as the manifestation of the 
glory of Almighty God. There is no other way a dreaming, 
sound sleeping man can describe the awesome glory of 
God.  What befell upon Abram was obviously the glory of 
God when the Heavenly King visited the sacrifice of 
Abram while he was sleeping. Nobody has heard anything 
about the pillar of cloud or pillar of fire. No one has known 
about Shekinah glory of God that became so prominent 
later in the course of the journey of the Israelites in the 
wilderness.  
 
Covenant of God preceded the journey of the Israelites in 
the wilderness. Covenant of Almighty God gave birth to the 
prophetic utterances of God about what will become the 
situation of the children of Abram in the course of 400 
years later. The prophetic utterance of the Living God 
determined the nature of their sojourning in the strange 
land. The Israelites lived in Egypt for 430 years but the 
prophecy of God about their ordeal was that they would 
serve the Egyptians and afflict them for 400 years.  You 
will notice that the time length of the afflictions of 
Israelites in Egypt was in the multiple of 40 years. Their 
journey in the wilderness to the Promise Land was also 40 
years another multiple of 40. Obviously, the approximate 
first thirty years of the Israelites in Egypt was a pleasant 
period for them because Joseph, son of Jacob who became 
the prime Minister in Egypt was still alive, God divinely 
used him to provide a place for the Israelites in Egypt and 
to be a blessing for the Egyptians. Until his death, he was a 
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strong force to reckon with in Egypt, and he was a strong 
voice of blessing and protection for his brethren in Egypt.  
 
After the death of Joseph and when a new Pharaoh took 
over the reign in Egypt, the years of their affliction began. 
“Now there arose a new king over Egypt, who did not know 
Joseph. And he said to his people, ‘Look, the people of the 
children of Israel are more and mightier than we; come, let 
us deal shrewdly with them, lest they multiply, and it 
happen, in the event of war, that they also join our enemies 
and fight against us, and so go up out of the land.’ 
Therefore they set taskmasters over them to afflict them 
with their burdens. And they built for Pharaoh supply 
cities, Pithom and Raamses.” (Exodus 1:8-11) The number 
of years of their affliction in Egypt was precisely 400 years. 
The divine utterance of God ordained it. It was not over or 
less by one day because God Himself kept a vigil over their 
release from the bondage in Egypt. “Because the Lord kept 
vigil that night to bring them out of Egypt …” (Exodus 
12:42) The keeping of the vigil by the Heavenly God was 
to ensure that their release was certain and that the accuracy 
of His prophetic declaration was not overturned by any 
circumstantial wicked activities of humanity.  
 

There are great Bible scholars today in the world. 
Notwithstanding, we are all learning through the inspiration 
of Holy Spirit. No one can claim to be an expert in the 
interpretation of the scripture. The author of this book is of 
the humble opinion that it would be erroneous to assert that 
the Covenant keeping God, whose eyes always watches 
over His people would allow extra thirty years margin of 
error of affliction upon the people that the Scripture 



The Preparation 

- 5 - 
 

described as the apple of His eyes. This is far from the 
faithful attribute of Almighty God. The Bible says, “The 
eyes of the LORD are on the righteous and his ears are 
attentive to their cry.” (Psalm 34:15) 
 

Another interesting question is why did God allow the 
affliction of the Egyptians upon the Israelites? The hostility 
towards the Israelites in Goshen was part of the plans of 
God to prepare them for the task ahead. Remember that, 
“all things work together for good to them that love God, to 
them who are the called according to his purpose.” 
(Romans 8:28)  This leads us to an important issue of life—
objective of God and His plans versus the desire of man. 
God was aware of the craftiness and wickedness of the new 
Pharaoh towards Israelites, but amidst this hostile 
environment, the blessing of God abounded upon His 
people. The Israelites were subjected to servitude and 
undue hard labor in building the treasure cities of Pithom 
and Raamses. The more the Egyptians afflicted them, the 
more the Israelites increased in number. The more God 
frustrated Pharaoh’s evil plans to kill the Hebrew children 
at birth.  
 

The plan of God is to liberate man, and the desire of man is 
to be free. Freedom in the eyes of God is not the same 
interpretation of freedom to man. Freedom according to the 
wisdom of God is real and is a long-term project. Although 
God is all-powerful and could get His will accomplished 
within a split of a second but He allowed His intervention 
to flow according to the learning processes and time-line of 
natural man. He seemed to make His intervention to come 
at the normal pace of man. On the other hand, freedom in 
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the hand of man is a short term, quick-brew, instantaneous 
project. This could mean freedom today but grounded in 
bondage tomorrow. The objective of God is different from 
the desire of man. “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 
neither are your ways my ways, saith the Lord. For as the 
heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher 
than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.” 
(Isaiah 55:8-9) God does not want His people to be free 
today but depending on their enemy tomorrow. Therefore, 
He allowed their hard labor afflictions in Egypt to mold 
them to be mentally tough and physically strong so that 
they can be truly attain true dependency on themselves. 
Their afflictions trained them how to build economy of a 
nation. They learned in a hard way from the then economic 
world power. The Egyptians thought they were using the 
Israelites as slaves to build pyramids and develop their 
capital cities and infrastructures, but little did they know 
that they were training them to depend upon themselves. 
The Egyptians used the people of God to amass wealth.  
 

At the appointed time, Israelites eventually took those 
wealth along with them when they got out of Egypt because 
they needed substantial capital fund, popularly known in 
our days as foreign reserve to start their young economy as 
a new sovereign nation. One important principle to bear in 
mind in the affliction of the Israelites was, “When God 
delivers, He delivers totally!”  
 

Perhaps we are wondering, “How did God do it?” First, 
God designed a situation that deserved a desperate need of 
freedom for his people in Egypt. At the same time, God 
created the desire in the heart Israelites so that they can 
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gladly receive the freedom that He would offer. The 
inconveniences of an unsettled state of man make a 
peaceful and happy settlement the more welcome. It is one 
thing to offer a gift to someone; it is another thing for the 
person to receive the gift appreciatively. In today’s 
principle of Law of Contract, if an offer is made but there is 
no acceptance, the offer is useless and therefore no contract 
exists. If the Egyptians told the Israelites to go voluntarily 
on their own to the Promise land, the Israelites would 
refuse. Perhaps they would protest and say, “We have come 
to stay here!” “This is our home!” It is natural with man.  
The Israelites in the land of Goshen preferred the ‘just 
enough’ type of life they were living in Egypt. They have 
already fallen in love with onion and garlic of the land. 
After four centuries of sojourn in Goshen, they did not 
know another home that they could call theirs. The 
definition of freedom to them at this time was to be left 
alone in Goshen, as long as nobody bothered them. But the 
plan of God was different. He was taking them to the land 
of more-than-enough. In the land of more than enough, 
called the Promised Land, they need uncommon large 
population described in the bible as uncountable sands of 
the seashore to survive. In the land of more-than-enough, 
they need uncommon unity to subdue the wicked people of 
the land. In this land, the Israelites will be identified as the 
people of God, and the Almighty God as their Father. 
These are the important plans of God and His awesome 
preparation of the Israelites in their affliction. Man sees 
with myopic eyes but only God sees reality. God was about 
to give them their inheritance. However, there is a great 
price to pay—the price of pains and pangs. 
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Perhaps within those four hundred years of the sojourn of 
the Israelites in the land of Goshen, their population 
became a threat to the Egyptians. Since the Israelites were 
the apple of the eyes of God, who knows whether the 
Israelites occupied the key positions in Egypt, perhaps 
controlling the economy of Egyptians. Who know whether 
their business acumen had brought them a lot of profit and 
people of the land became envious of them? Certainly 
something triggered off the hatred of the Egyptians towards 
the Israelites in Goshen. Because of this hatred, the new 
king who did not know nor appreciate the good works of 
Joseph, created a culture of endangerment for the people of 
God in Goshen.  
 

Apart from the undue hard labor, the king engaged the 
Israelites; he enacted a decree that all the newly born male 
babies of the Israelites be killed at birth. An analysis of this 
is that, every male child killed by the decree means a 
destruction of the unborn generation of Israelites and 
unfolded purposes of God for the nation. Impliedly, the evil 
scheme of the king was to impose a population control 
upon the Israelites. The clandestine control will 
systematically reduce the population of Israelites over a 
period while the population of the Egyptians would 
continue to increase unabated. The resultant large 
population of Israelites young women will not have any 
other choice than to raise their new families through 
Egyptian husbands. Even if they did not want to have 
dealings with the Egyptian males, nature of man would 
have prevailed. The evil scheme of the king was to totally 
erase the true bloodline identity of the Israelite among the 
Jews. At the same time, the scheme was intended to 
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contaminate the godly spiritual nation that God intended to 
raise through the generation of Israel with the idolatry 
generation of the Egyptians bloodline father. Moreover, 
technically, over a period, this policy would have made the 
Egyptians to totally swallow up the Israelites as well as the 
purposes of God for the people. 
 
Secondly, it was a horrible mental torture for a woman to 
carry pregnancy for nine months only for the baby, the 
product of her strength, to be killed through the barbaric 
and horrendous decree of Pharaoh. At this time, it was an 
accepted custom among the Israelites that male child was 
the hope and strength of their mother in the family of their 
respective husbands. You still remember the cause of 
intense envy and jealousy between Leah and Rachel the 
wives of Jacob although the two women were from the 
same parents.  
 
By this wicked decree, Pharaoh became a terrible weapon 
in the hand of Satan to unwittingly target the destruction of 
the long-term salvation plan of the entire world that would 
later come through our Lord Jesus Christ the descendant of 
Abraham. “…and in thee shall all families of the earth be 
blessed.” (Genesis 12:3)  Glory be to God because at the 
peak of the wickedness of Satan, his afflictions and wicked 
activities inadvertently fitted perfectly to fulfill the plans 
and purposes of the Righteous God. Satan was waging a 
horrible war against the people of God through King 
Pharaoh but all the wickedness of the king were helping in 
the preparation of what God was about to do in the 
miraculous deliverance of the Israelites from Egyptians.  
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However, the undue hard labor upon the Israelites was a 
therapeutic exercise to build a strong tie of unity and love 
among them. Suffering and sorrow brought them together 
in a closed knit relationship. Unity resulted from the undue 
hard labor they undergo, and it strengthened the loose 
relationship among Hebrews. They learned how to sow 
together in tears so that at harvest time they could reap 
together in joy. Their Egyptians taskmasters were their 
common enemies. Their afflictions forced them to have a 
common desire for freedom. Their common desire for 
freedom led them to common hope in the Lord God who 
can deliver them. As they looked forward for the unique 
freedom, they looked unto God of Freedom to deliver them. 
They cried unto Almighty God for deliverance. The 
Merciful God heard their groaning, remembered His 
covenant with Abram and responded swiftly.  
 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Moses was born in Egypt and was raised 
in  the  palace  of  Pharaoh.  He  was 
regarded  as  a  prince  in  Egypt.  For  the 
first forty years of his life, he was taught 
in the wisdom of Egyptian. He identified 
himself  with  the  Hebrew  in  Egypt.  He 
took  side  in  the  dispute  between  an 
Israelites killed the Egyptian. He fled the 
country and became a fugitive.  

Moses sojourned in the land of 
Midianites. He settled there, got 
married and have children. He 
was in the service of Jethro his 
in-law as a shepherd when the 
Lord called him to lead the 
Israelites out of the land of 
Egypt. 

1st 40 years of Moses 2nd 40 years of Moses

3rd 40 years of Moses

He returned to his people in Egypt as 
the Lord bid him. His people accepted 
him as their leader. He went to 
Pharaoh in the strength of the authority 
of God. The presence of God was with 
him and he eventually secured the 
release of Israelites.
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Do you know that our Heavenly Father has sense of 
humor? At the peak of His hilarious miracles, He turns the 
wisdom of the wise to foolishness. “God hath chosen the 
foolish things of the world to confound the wise ...” (I 
Corinthians 1:27) When the God intervened to save His 
precious people in Egypt He began with a condemned 
victim of the infanticide order of king Pharaoh, that stated, 
“all newly born male children of the Hebrew in the land of 
Goshen should be thrown into the river.”  
 
A baby boy was born to a Hebrew couple in Goshen. The 
family secretly managed to keep the baby against the 
infanticide decree of the wicked king for three months. It 
came to a point where they could no longer hid the baby. 
Beloved, I know that you will like to know how God 
preserved the baby. Before this, you need to know some 
details about the arks mentioned in the Bible.  
 
There were three arks mentioned in the Bible and all of 
them were designed through the revelation of God for the 
purpose of salvation. The first was Ark of Noah. It was 
made of Gopher wood and God covenanted with Noah to 
use it as an instrument of salvation to deliver Noah and his 
family. The second was the Ark of Bulrushes. The third 
was the Ark of Covenant. It was made of gold and it 
denoted the presence of God with the Israelites in their 
wilderness journey. We shall discuss further on this later in 
the book. 
 
The Ark of Bulrushes is of great interest to this chapter. 
Although there was no specific record of covenant of God 
with the mother of Moses in the scripture, but there are 
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records in the Bible that God answer the prayer of the 
righteous. Apart from the fact that Amram the Levite was 
the father of Moses, nothing was reported about his deed. 
(Exodus 6:20) But the efforts of Jochebed the mother of 
Moses was unique. If you understand the heart of a mother 
towards her newly born son, you will not find it difficult to 
conclude that Moses’ mother must have been knocking at 
the Throne of Grace, praying to God for the salvation of her 
son in those three months against the wicked decree of 
King Pharaoh. “The eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, 
and His ears are open to their cry.” “The righteous cry 
out, and the Lord hears, and delivers them out of all their 
troubles.” (Psalm 34:15,17) It was no longer a wonder 
when the Lord endowed her with wisdom to construct a 
waterproof basket called Ark of Bulrushes. She daubed the 
Ark with slime and with pitch and put her newborn baby 
Moses in it. (Exodus 2:3)  Perhaps you are wondering 
where she got her ideas. Jochebed did not have covenant 
with God like Noah, but the record of the miracle of 
salvation from the covenant was not hidden. In Genesis 
6:14, God commanded Noah to construct an Ark of Gopher 
wood and shalt pitch it within and without with pitch. She 
prayerfully and faithfully relied on the covenant of 
salvation that God had with Noah.  She trusted in the Lord 
that saved the generation of Noah for the salvation of her 
son, Moses. The basket was left afloat on river Nile close to 
where the daughter of Pharaoh used to take her bath daily. 
Lastly, she positioned Miriam the sister of Moses near the 
ark to watch over the baby.  
 

Baby Moses who had been under the warmth comfort of his 
mother was now exposed to the discomfort cold wind of the 
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Nile River.  Perhaps the tiny blood-sucking insects by the 
river edge bit him. In his feeble protest against these 
discomforts baby Moses cried. There is no coincidence in 
the salvation of man. The Heavenly Father quickened the 
spirit of baby Moses to cry at a precise time when the 
daughter of Pharaoh was passing by.  “Uu-aaah! Uu-aaah! 
Uu-aaaah! Uu-aaaaah!”  Perhaps this was baby’s cry and 
his prayer for help. However, baby Moses cried in anguish 
and Heaven listened and issued instant command.    
That was a cry for freedom from the tiny little baby Moses. 
The one ordained to become an appointed servant of God 
that will become a voice of freedom to the God’s people in 
the years to come and voice of judgment against the 
Egyptians for their sins. That was the voice of the one, who 
has divine power with Almighty God, that will stand in the 
front Pharaoh, King of Egypt, and declare a judgment of 
God to devastate his kingdom. The cry of anguish of a 
Hebrew victim baby attracted the king’s daughter. The first 
feeble protest of the Hebrew deliverer received a response. 
She ordered her maidens to fetch the baby from the River 
Nile. A bundle of joyful baby boy was retrieved from the 
floating Ark of Bulrushes basket. She held him close to her 
breast in her arms. She propped up him in her arm to 
comfort him. Perhaps she kissed his little pink cheeks. She 
named the baby, “Moses,” because she drew her from the 
water—a perfect picture of salvation for the deliverer of the 
‘Zion,’ the people of God.  
 

Then, Miriam, Moses sister emerged from her hideout and 
appeared at the scene. She asked Pharaoh’s daughter, 
“Shall I go and call a Hebrew nurse to nurse the baby for 
you?” God touched the heart of the daughter of Pharaoh to 
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consent to the suggestion of Miriam. “Yes,” She said. And 
Miriam ran to call the Hebrew nurse—of course, her 
mother, as expected. The so-called nurse, mother of Moses, 
posed as Hebrew nurse and came to Pharaoh’s daughter. 
“Take this child away and nurse it for me and I will give 
thee thy wages.” Pharaoh’s daughter commanded. The 
nurse carried baby Moses to the palace of Pharaoh. Think 
of the infinite mercy of God in this scenario. The ways of 
the Lord are perfect. God did not deliver Moses into the 
hand of the Egyptian women to be nursed in the idolatry 
ways of Egyptian. Moses was trained in the fear of God, in 
the brilliant light of the truth of God’s word by the caring 
and careful hands of his biological mother. That was the 
first victory for Moses, the servant of God. It was also the 
victory for the people of God. Moses, the yet-to-be 
shepherd of the flock of the household of Israel, was nursed 
and nurtured in the Pharaoh’s palace and directly under the 
nose of the wicked king. Moses mother was fully paid for 
her nursing services.  The wicked king did not know that 
the deliverer of the Israelites was being nursed, nurtured 
and taught in all kingly wisdom as the prince of Egypt 
under his roof. Wasn’t it funny that God raised His own 
servant in the palace of Pharaoh? That was why Moses was 
counted among the princes of Egypt. 
 

Although he was born in Egypt and miraculously raised in 
the king’s palace and was known as the prince of Egypt, yet 
at the passage of time, he gave up the comfort of the palace 
and disregarded the pomp and pageantry of Pharaoh’s 
palace in order to identify himself with the people of 
God—the Israelites.  Moses, God appointed leader of 
Israelites was forty years old when he identified himself 
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with the Israelites.  Something has to happen in life before 
a great man like Moses should easily bow out of the 
sumptuous palace of the Pharaoh. Moses saw himself as the 
champion of his people. He considered himself as a leader. 
He considered himself as someone who will become a 
voice for Israelites in Egypt. There is no doubt that this 
righteous vision was laudable, but he should have waited 
for the appointed time of God. This he failed to do. It was 
during this unique change and state of mind that he saw an 
Egyptian and an Israelite fighting. Moses took side. He 
killed the Egyptian, concealed his body in the sand but 
spare the Israelites.   
 

However, the concealed crime he committed cannot be 
hidden forever. Even the people he was trying to defend did 
not recognize him as a leader. An Israelite challenged, 
“Who made you our leader?”  However the crime of Moses 
became known to the authority in Egypt, and he fled to the 
land Midian before the hand of Egyptian law caught him. 
No doubt people had called Moses so many evil names. 
This was somehow justified when one take into 
consideration the crime he committed. But have you 
thought about it, “What could have easily force Moses the 
prince of Egypt out of the Kingdom?” Man might have 
considered his flight to Midian an evil one and as such 
appropriately considered him a fugitive. But God has 
another plan entirely. The land of Midian was a training 
ground for Moses. Although he took wife there, had 
children and became a shepherd of the large cattle farm of 
his in-law, Jethro, yet he was in the training camp of God in 
those forty years. God wanted to remove every element of 
Egypt in the mentality and modus operandi of Moses. 
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When the unwitting spiritual training was completed and all 
the traces of idolatry of Egyptian were completely purged 
out of the life of Moses, the Heavenly Father returned to 
Moses. Was anyone more qualified to lead the Israelites 
through their wilderness journey more than Moses who has 
had forty years wilderness experience in the land of 
Midian?  
 

God used the great sight of the burning bush on Mount 
Horeb to wake up the spiritual consciousness of Moses. 
The bush that was burning but was not consumed by flame 
was something extraordinarily spectacular. In this way, 
God caught the attention of Moses, helped him refocus, and 
became spiritually sensitive. Moses said, “I will now turn 
aside, and see this great sight, why the bush is not burnt.” 
(Exodus 3:3) Moses left the flock in the shepherd field and 
went to see burning bush. Moses turned off from his 
secular activities in order to turn on to spiritual. When 
Moses turned aside to look in the direction of God, this 
could mean that Moses repented his sinful and worldly 
ways. Perhaps it means that he began to look at the 
situation around him from the perspective of God. This 
statement obviously revealed the spiritually prepared mood 
of Moses to receive the guidance and directive of God. 
Perhaps for the first time his eyes of understanding became 
open to the things of the Spirit. Better still in our Christian 
age, we may say that Moses became born-again. Perhaps he 
at the same time recalled his youthful dreams or 
remembered his calling and he beheld it manifesting in that 
moment.  
 
Moses approached the burning bush; he heard the voice of 
God. God ordered his steps to lead the Israelites out of the 
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bondage of Egyptian. There is a great lesson to learn here. 
If you do not turn aside from your engrossed way of life 
and seek the face of your Redeemer, you may miss the 
quiet and still voice of the Shepherd that is about to direct 
the path of your life. You may miss the spoken solution to 
the problematic situation of your life. You may not have 
the burning bush experience like Moses before you can turn 
aside. There are obvious divine signals of Almighty God 
calling us into His vineyard. The gospel light is on, brighter 
than ever before. Your Bible is the source of this sure light. 
If you desire to journey with God, the divine quickening of 
Holy Spirit will direct your path. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


